
 

DM 910 
Preaching through a Book 

of the Bible: Romans 
May 2012 

Douglas Moo 

douglas.moo@wheaton.edu 

630-450-2076  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  

 

An exploration of the value of expository preaching which introduces the congregation to the 

spiritual riches of an entire book of the Bible.  In addition to methods for grasping the message 

of the book as a whole, students will learn to unpack its smaller sections in light of the book’s 

purposes.  Strategies for maintaining long-term congregational interest will also be developed. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

KNOWLEDGE ACQUISITION RESEARCH SKILLS 

At the end of this course, students will... 

 Be able to summarize the argument of 

Romans. 

 Be able to identify the main interpretive 

options for many of the most important texts 

in Romans. 

 Be able to formulate his or her own approach 

to teaching and preaching Romans. 

At the end of this course, students will... 

 Be better able to use and interact with 

commentaries on biblical texts. 

 Be able to locate some of the more 

important treatments of Romans. 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION MINISTRY PREPARATION 

At the end of this course, students will... 

 By God's grace, appreciate the amazing grace 

of God in salvation. 

 By God's grace, be motivated to praise God 

more fully and more deeply for his work of 

redemption. 

At the end of this course, students will... 

 Be able to preach at least three chapters of 

Romans biblically and effectively. 

 Be better prepared to nourish believers in 

the truth of the faith. 

 

TEXTBOOKS 

 

Moo, Douglas J.  The Epistle to the Romans.  NICNT.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996.  

 (978-0802823175) 

Piper, John.  The Future of Justification: A Response to N. T. Wright.  Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 

2007.  (978-1581349641) 

Westerholm, Stephen.  Understanding Paul: The Early Christian Worldview of the Letter to the 

Romans.  2d ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004.  (978-0801027314) 

Wright, N. T.  Justification: God's Plan and Paul's Vision.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 

2009.  (978-0830838639) 

English version of the Bible: NIV (2011) is preferred; ESV and HCSB are also recommended. 
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REQUIREMENTS 

  
1. Reading of all assigned course textbooks before class begins.  The instructor will require 

written notice to this effect at the beginning of class.  DUE: May 21st 

2. The production of notes on the letter to the Romans, incorporating the student's own 

reflections on the text along with insights from assigned readings.  The notes should cover 

each paragraph of Romans (41; see the schedule below); they can be as little as one 

paragraph (around 150 words) in length for each paragraph (total minimum, therefore: 6150 

words).  Students should include specifics from their reading they think relevant as well as 

general comments on significance for their own Christian lives and possible ministry 

application.  They may be electronic in format.  The instructor will check these notes during 

the week of class.  DUE: May 21st 

3. Preaching a series of seven sermons on some part of Romans (after the class has been 

completed).  Students should submit the actual sermon outline that they use to preach the 

passages.  DUE: July 24th 

 

GRADING 

 

1. The student’s final grade will be determined as follows...  

 

Completion of Assigned Reading   20% 

Completion of Notes on Romans   40% 

Sermon Outlines       40%  
 

2.  The 100 points will be broken down according to CGSD’s policy concerning letter grades: 

 

 B+ 
93 – 94 

C+ 
83 – 84 

D+ 
74 

 

A  
97 – 100 

B 
87 – 92 

C 
77 – 82 

D 
71 – 73 

F 
0 – 69 

A- 
95 – 96 

B- 
85 – 86 

C- 
75 – 76 

D- 
70 

 

 

POLICIES 
 

1.  Attendance.  Each student must attend class and participate in discussion.  One absence 

without penalty will be allowed during the semester.  Other absences, except in extreme 

emergencies, will result in a reduction of grade at the end of the semester.  The professor 

must be notified before the class in case of an emergency.  Three tardies equals one absence. 

2. Tardiness.  Classes will begin at the announced time.  Because tardiness is disruptive and 

deprives the professor of valuable teaching time, three (3) late arrivals will be considered an 

absence and will lower the student’s final grade for the course. 

3.   Laptop Computers and Other Electronic Devices.  Students may use laptop computers or 

other electronic devices in class for taking notes.  However, students should not surf the 

Internet, check email, play games, or engage in other non-course related activity on their 

electronic devices during class.  Such behavior is disrespectful to the professor and fellow 
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students.  A student who has received two (2) warnings concerning misuse of a computer or 

other electronic device during class will forfeit his/her right to use a computer or other 

electronic device in class. 

4. Plagiarism.  For written work to demonstrate scholarship and integrity, documentation must 

be given for all ideas, paraphrasing, and quotations.  Failure to do so is viewed as a very 

serious offense.  Any assignment containing plagiarized material will be graded “F” and 

placed in the student’s file.  A future occurrence, if determined to be deliberate, will result in 

dismissal from the divinity school.  Cheating in any form will be treated in the same manner 

as plagiarism. 

5.  Written Assignments.  Students are required to use the latest edition of Kate Turabian’s A 

Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations and the CGSD Research 

Paper Handbook.  Professors will not accept papers that do not comply with this policy.  

Proper format, grammar, and spelling will factor into the grade the student receives for the 

paper.  Papers are expected to be submitted on-time, as scheduled by the course professor.  

All papers are expected to be new work and cannot be submitted twice at CGSD. 

6.  Late Work.  All work must be submitted by the due date stated on the SCHEDULE.  The 

professor will not accept late work.  All written work must be submitted before the final 

week of the half-semester.  Assignments can be emailed to the professor who will grade them 

but not print them out and return them.  If you must miss class, make arrangements to have 

your work turned in early.  Examinations cannot be taken if all course requirements have not 

been satisfied. 

7. Examinations.  Examinations must be taken at the times scheduled in the syllabus.  

Postponement of an examination must be requested in writing within two days of the 

scheduled date of the exam.  The request will be considered only in the case of a major 

emergency (i.e., death in the family or an illness for which you can produce a doctor’s 

statement). 

8. Incomplete.  Students have thirty (30) days from the end of the half-semester to complete 

work for which they were given an extension by the professor and Director of Student 

Records.  When course requirements are not met in that thirty (30) day period the final grade 

will be converted to an “F” and counted as hours attempted in computing the grade point 

average for the half-semester.  The request for an extension must be made in writing and 

include the reasons for which additional time is needed.  Requests will not be considered 

after the seventh week of class.  A fee will be charged for the extension if granted. 

9. Withdrawal.  Students must complete the appropriate form when dropping a course.  The 

withdrawal is not official until the professor and the Director of Student Records have signed 

the form.  Courses may not be dropped after the fourth week of classes.   

 

SCHEDULE 
 

DATE PASSAGE 

Monday 

May 21 

AM 

Introduction to Romans 

1:1-7 

1:8-15 

15:14-33 

1:16-17 

1:18-32 
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2:1-11 

Monday 

May 21 

PM 

2:12-16 

2:17-29 

3:1-8 

3:9-20 

3:21-26 

3:27-31 

4:1-8 

Justification 

Tuesday 

May 22 

AM 

Justification (cont.) 

4:9-25 

5:1-11 

5:12-21 

Tuesday 

May 22 

PM 

6:1-14 

6:15-23 

7:1-6 

7:7-12 

Wednesday 

May 23 

AM 

7:13-25 

8:1-13 

8:14-17 

8:18-30 

8:31-39 

Wednesday 

May 23 

PM 

9:1-5 

9:6-29 

9:30-10:21 

11:1-10 

11:11-32 

11:33-36 

Thursday 

May 24 

AM 

12:1-2 

12:3-8 

12:9-21 

13:1-7 

13:8-10 

13:11-14 

Thursday 

May 24 

PM 

14:1-12 

14:13-21 

15:1-13 

[15:14-33 – see earlier] 

16:1-27 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

In order of their usefulness (* = most useful for the pastor), the preferred commentaries on The 

Epistle to the Romans are: 
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Dunn, J. D. G.  Romans 1-8 and Romans 9-16 (WBC)  

Cranfield, C. E. B.  A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans (ICC) 

*Wright, N. T.  "Romans."  In The New Interpreter's Bible (vol. 10)  

Jewett, R.  Romans: A Commentary 

Käsemann, E.  Commentary on Romans  

Schreiner, T.  Romans  (BEC) 

*Murray, J.  The Epistle to the Romans (NICNT) 

Godet, F.  Commentary on Romans 

Fitzmyer, J.  Romans (HERM) 

Sanday, W. and Headlam, A. H. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Romans (old ICC) 

*Calvin, J.  Romans 

Byrne, B.  Romans 

Stuhlmacher, P.  Romans 

*Witherington, B.  Paul's Letter to the Romans 

*Hodge, C.  Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans 

*Morris, L.  The Epistle to the Romans (Pillar) 

Barrett, C. K.  The Epistle to the Romans (BNTC) 

*Nygren, A.  Commentary on Romans 

*Bruce, F. F.  The Epistle to the Romans (NCBC) 

 


